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than that most splendid of human achievements, the sacrificing of the 
seen and calculable to the unseen and incalculable, the recognition of 
the ideal as infinitely more real than the actual. The lesson is of all 
the more value in this instance that we see in Wilder Dwight a singular 
practical efficiency, sure of making its way in any career upon which 
it might have entered. 

Governor Andrew once said, that there was not a family that had 
been in Massachusetts two hundred years that did not hold a commis- 
sion in her volunteers, and not one that had disgraced itself. Colonel 
Dwight was a good example of this. Of the best blood in New Eng- 
land, (and there is none better,) he showed the best qualities of the stock 
from which he sprang. Thoughtful, courageous, and with the high- 
minded devotion that comes of culture and reflection, he was a fitting 
example of the sacrifices which have left so many Northern households 
proudly desolate. It would be well, if this biography could be reprinted 
in some cheaper and more popular form ; for it would do more in shaping 
the lives of our youth to magnanimous ends than a wilderness of tracts. 
His was a religion of the quiet kind, that makes no show, but tells. 

The life is mainly told by extracts from young Dwight's journals and 
letters. This has been done with singular discretion by his mother. 
It would be an intrusion on the sacredness of her grief to say more than 
that she has had the firmness not to let her private sorrow intrude upon 
a narrative pathetic enough in its own grave simplicity. 



20. — 1. Kathrina ; her Life and mine, in a Poem. By J. G. Holland. 
Illustrations by W. J. Hennessy and C. C. Griswold. Engraved by 
W.J.Linton. New York : C. Scribner & Co. 1869. 

2. Lochley Hall. By Alfred Tennyson. Illustrations by W. J. 
Hennessy. Boston : Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1868. 

3. A Christmas Carol. By Charles Dickens. Illustrations by S. 
Eytinge. Boston : Fields, Osgood, & Co. 1868. 

4. The Flower and the Star, and other Stories for Children. Written 
and illustrated by W. J. Linton. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 
1868. 

5. Sketches Abroad, with Pen and Pencil. By Felix O. C. Darlet. 
New York : Hurd and Houghton. 1868. 

It might, perhaps, be a matter of question, whether the very name of 
" gift " books does not place them under protection of the proverb which 
guards gift horses. If bought by many people and given to many peo- 
ple, they might be said to have satisfied the ends for which they were 
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created. Born of the necessities of a market, and usually meant for 
rapid sale, they should not be criticised, perhaps, as severely as works 
independent of the season of the year for success, and which have the 
right of appeal from momentary to final judgment. 

Still, it is evident that a reference to some higher standard is advis- 
able in most cases, were it merely to recall the feeling which lies latent 
within the purpose of any gift, namely, that it should be worthy of 
acceptance. Hence it has always seemed eminently fitting that some 
fruit of the life of the artist, some expression of the patience of his 
hand, which has less a real than an imaginary or spiritual value, should 
be given as a symbol of the most beautiful of human sentiments, — 
good-will and love. Such an idea we can merely refer to; to insist 
upon it might lead us too far from an examination of the actual merits 
of the books before us. 

A new edition of " Kathrina," by J. G. Holland; is the principal of 
our illustrated gift-books, in respect tc the costliness of what is called 
" the getting up." It contains over sixty drawings, by Messrs. Hennessy 
and Griswold, engraved by Mr. W. J. Linton with his usual felicity. 
Notwithstanding the care given to the preparation of this book, there 
is but one, perhaps, on our list which exemplifies more completely the 
difficulty of serious criticism in such cases. Thirty or forty thousand 
copies have been sold, and it is useless to say anything of the text, 
except that it may have affected the inspiration of the artists. Bind- 
ing, paper, and printing are satisfactory. With the illustrations begins 
the antagonism between commercial necessities and the predilections 
or talents of the illustrators. Three artists of graceful ability com- 
bine their several powers to produce an irreproachable gift-book, 
perhaps, but a nullity in art. The draughtsmen are not urged to do 
their best, but to keep as much as possible within the narrowest range 
of their capacities, and the engraver's talent has been asked to spread 
an equal veil over qualities and deficiencies. A dozen or more careful 
drawings, made with all Mr. Hennessy's refinement and all Mr. Gris- 
wold's care, might have been given us ; instead of which, the stuff suf- 
ficient for a few has been spread over sixty. We make no separate 
criticism of defects, errors of form and of taste, bad drawing of the fig- 
ures, deficiencies of perspective : all these might be constantly present, 
and yet the drawings have vitality ; nay, drawings with such defects 
might yet belong to high types of art. We merely complain of the 
thinness of the stuff. Some pretty things, however, will be found in 
the book : head and tail pieces by Mr. Hennessy, fields of cloud, crests 
of waves, bats sailing through the night, figures crouched within the 
square of small wood-cuts, or, as on page 16, a delicate expression 
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of sorrow nicely rendered, and on page 144 a night effect drawn with 
much sentiment. Mr. Griswold, also, has some pleasant drawings. 
"Were these all, how agreeable the book might be ! 

Of Tennyson's " Locksley Hall," with illustrations by Mr. Hen- 
nessy, published by Messrs. Fields and Osgood, we had better say 
nothing, unless that it is a cheaper book than " Kathrina." 

More successful illustrations are those of the " Christmas Carol," by 
Mr. Eytinge. An admirably even printing sets off these drawings, in 
which the artist's usual humor and observation have been inwoven 
with much feeling and fancy. 

It is a pleasure to refer to Mr. Linton's charming little story-book ; 
but then he has had the inestimable advantage of making his own 
book, — text, drawings, and engravings. 

Mr. Darley has been so undisturbed in his position, that there is 
danger of an undue depreciation of his qualities when the tide of pop- 
ular favor turns. It will be w'ell then to have borne witness to the 
intelligence and briskness of his drawing, and to the felicity with which 
his means have been suited to his ends. His best points can all be 
seen in his last drawings, engraved under the title of " Sketches 
Abroad " ; nor should we, perhaps, ask for anything further. Mecum 
omnia porto might be the motto of the book. He has carried all his 
well-known types with him to Europe, sketched them there in different, 
but life-fitting clothes, brought them back, and we welcome again our 
old friends of the Northern and Southern States. Among the unfore- 
seen characters, however, one has been delicately noted by his pencil, 
that of the Parisian Sergent de Ville, who watches the beginning of 
one of the chapters. The printing, by Messrs. Hurd and Houghton we 
suppose, is far superior to that of their darker wood-cuts, which they 
do not seem able to manage. 

On looking back on our attempts at the illustration of books, their in- 
feriority is manifest, when tried by even an ordinary standard of com- 
parison. Any of the English illustrated periodicals offers a number of 
well-considered, well-drawn, and sometimes admirable designs. Nor 
are all these the work of men possessing extraordinary original talent. 
Many of the draughtsmen have slowly, but always with painstaking, 
attained their present healthy faculty. The fact is, that the increasing 
power of English artists, and the more general cultivation of the pub- 
lic mind, have obtained representation in these forms of art, and so 
thoroughly as to make the English designers rival, if not surpass, the 
English painters and sculptors. The blame which attaches to us is 
that a similar heightening of the level of art in America has made 
as yet little or no mark in our books. 



